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Focus Question

The Focus Question should consist of the following:

Describing the student’s present level of performance.

Defining the functional life skill (task) causing the student difficulty. 

Questions:

1) What is the student’s present level of performance? 

2) What are the student’s strengths and weaknesses? 

3) What are the student’s goals, both short-term and long-term? 

4)  How and where can we best meet this student’s goals? 

5) What are the tasks the student needs to accomplish?

6)  In what environments does the student need to perform the tasks?

7) In what environments is the difficulty with the specific task occurring? 

8) Are there specific prerequisite skills the student needs to work on for the identified task (i.e., keyboarding skills)?

Example Focus Questions:

1) Our student has difficulty answering factual questions. She is currently using her head bobs, grasping/picking between two tactual things, and clicking her tongue to make preferential choices. We are never sure if what she picks up is her choice or if she just wants to throw it.  What tools or strategies can our student use to improve her ability to answer factual questions so we can check her comprehension of materials?
2)  Our student is not able to scribe complex numerical operations in his seventh grade math class.  He is currently using a paraeducator to assist in scribing at school.  The operations are too complex to keep all the information in a mental picture while solving a problem when doing his assignments at home or school.  What tools or strategies can he use to independently work his math problems?  
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